
 

 

  

The Annual Report 2025 

The Finnish Institute in the Middle East (FIME) is a research institute that focuses on studying Middle 
Eastern cultures, religions, societies, and classical and modern languages. The institute supports Finnish 
research on the Middle East and offers teaching in cooperation with universities. The institute also brings 
research-based perspectives to public discourse on the Middle East. The Finnish Institute in the Middle East 
operates in the whole region with an office in Beirut, Lebanon, and a representative in Cairo, Egypt. FIME is 
hosted by the Foundation of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East, based in Helsinki. 

 

Message from the chairperson 

I have served as Chair of the Foundation’s Board for two years, and it has been an honour to contribute to 
advancing FIME’s important work and operations as a high-standard and multidisciplinary Finnish research 
institute. 

Compared to the previous year, the institute’s operating environment was calmer in 2025, and the 
Executive Committee made a visit to Beirut in October 2025. During the visit, groundwork was laid for 
FIME’s strategy for 2026–2028, which was approved at the December Board meeting. At the same time, the 
Executive Committee had the opportunity to visit the vineyard of Finland’s Honorary Consul, Zafer Chaoui, 
in Zahle. FIME’s board would like to thank the Honorary Consul for his long-standing cooperation and 
support. 

I would like to thank Susanne Dahlgren, who has led the institute with distinction for three years in 
Lebanon’s volatile political and security situation. At the same time, I thank her for her excellent 
contribution to FIME. I wish Susanne success as she moves on to new challenges at the beginning of June. I 
would also like to thank Manal Chatila for managing the practical affairs of the Beirut office. Through her 
research of ancient Near East, Joanna Töyräänvuori has also brought depth to the understanding of the 
modern Middle East. Antti Tarvainen, in turn, shed light on issues related to the start-up sector in Israel and 
Palestine. 

Last year also brought new faces to FIME’s activities. Juha Mäkelä has been appointed as the new director 
and will take up his post on June 1, 2026. Sylvia Akar began as FIME’s representative in Cairo in March. 
Osteoarchaeologist Nina Maaranen, who moved on to the University of Warsaw in June, and Assyriologist 
Joanna Töyräänvuori joined FIME as researchers.  

The contribution of the Foundation’s staff in Helsinki is also important. My warmest thanks go to Anu 
Leinonen and Laura Aho, who have not only ensured that FIME’s legal obligations and practical matters are 
handled, but have also built and maintained relationships with key stakeholders. Safa Al-Khalidi has made a 
significant contribution as a representative of the Middle Eastern diaspora. 

I would also like to thank the members of the Board for their active work for FIME and welcome Topias 
Tanskanen and Maruan El-Krekshi to the Board. I further thank Maria Serenius, Pekka Lindqvist, and Tom 
Kankkonen, who are stepping down from the Board, for their contributions to FIME. 

Olli Ruohomäki 
Chair of the Board, Foundation of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East 



 

 

 

Review by the director 

The year 2025 got off to a flying start at the institute: in January, two Badaro Talks lectures were held in 
quick succession, prompting some to ask, “What’s happening next week?”. During the year, we hosted 
numerous internationally renowned scholars, including some from the United States and the United 
Kingdom. We further strengthened our position as a provider of “the most interesting lectures” in the city, 
as one of our regular attendees described it. We also began livestreaming our events, enabling 
participation from Finland. Although it has only been in operation for two years, Badaro Talks has 
established itself as a discussion forum that easily attracts well-known speakers. 

Although the situation in Lebanon remained “ordinarily unstable” (Lebanese term) following the 2024 
ceasefire agreement, daily life and the running of the institute proceeded quite smoothly. In the spring, an 
internationally renowned osteoarchaeologist Nina Maaranen, served as a researcher at the institute. Later 
in the spring she went on to take up an associate professorship at the University of Warsaw. Nina also 
strengthened our ties with the Lebanese school system by visiting schools to present researchers’ work to 
pupils. During the summer Joanna Töyräänvuori took over Nina’s position. 

We participated as a co-organiser in the conference of the Arab Council for Social Sciences, which is held 
every two years in Beirut. This American organisation carries out important work in promoting social 
science research in the Arab world. For FIME, this cooperation opened doors to several new countries, such 
as Algeria, where we had not been active previously or at least for a long time. We also participated in the 
activities of EUNIC, the network of cultural and scientific institutes of EU member states operating within 
the European Union. This, too, opens doors to new countries. 

The Institute received significant recognition when the Student Union of the University of Helsinki (HYY) 
honoured it for producing research-based information on the current Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Director 
Susanne Dahlgren and researcher Antti Tarvainen accepted the award at the HYY’s anniversary celebration.  

We are constantly developing our courses for Finnish students and students living in Finland – including in 
collaboration with our Nordic partners. Last year, we organized a student course in the United Arab 
Emirates. The course lectures were held in advance. The increasing authoritarianism in the Middle East and 
the narrowing of academic freedom require arrangements to challenge the lack of freedom of speech. At 
the same time, we have been able to involve an increasing number of researchers from the Middle East in 
our activities.  

Despite the turbulent situation in the Middle East, the institute remains popular among students, who 
apply twice a year for an internship. Or perhaps it’s the opposite: an internship in the epicentre of global 
developments is a strong asset in a highly competitive job market. Last year, we celebrated the 50th 
birthday of our long-time administrative assistant, Manal Chatila, and created a large poster for her 
featuring photographs and greetings from those involved with FIME over the years. The institute has 
established itself as a prominent player in Lebanon’s vibrant academic life. 

Susanne Dahlgren 
The director of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East, Beirut 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Research 

Facilitating research activities in the Middle East 
 
Law and Politics in Yemen 
Susanne Dahlgren continued writing her two monographs, completed two peer-reviewed articles, and 
published the non-fiction volume Muuttuva Lähi-itä maailmanjärjestyksen murtuessa (The Changing Middle 
East in a Fragmenting World Order) together with Mikko Lohikoski (Atena, 2025, 551 pages). Dahlgren 
delivered presentations at, among others, the Arab Council for Social Sciences (ACSS) conference in Beirut 
and the conference of the Nordic Society for Middle Eastern Studies in Oslo and chaired two panels at the 
conference of the Middle East Studies Association (MESA) in Washington, DC. Dahlgren served as Chair of 
the Student Paper Prize Committee of the Association of Middle East Anthropology, a section of MESA, and 
continued as a member of the organisation’s board. 
 
Health Effects of Urbanisation in the Middle Bronze Age Levant (c. 2000–1500 BCE) 
Osteoarchaeologist Nina Maaranen (PhD) launched her project Urban health: Impact of urbanisation in the 
Middle Bronze Age Levant and beyond, which examines an ancient burial site discovered in the city of 
Sidon/Saida in Lebanon. The project investigates how the health of the inhabitants of this trading centre 
changed during the Middle Bronze Age, when the site experienced significant growth in size, wealth, and 
external contacts. 
 
Climate Change in Ancient Seals 
Docent Joanna Töyräänvuori’s research examines how climate change is reflected in the everyday lives of 
ancient people, particularly through the form and content of seals and seal impressions connected to 
personal identity. Töyräänvuori published the monograph Historiaan hävinneet (Lost to History) together 
with Kirsi Valkama and four peer-reviewed articles. In addition, she completed eleven peer-reviewed 
articles, six of which have been accepted for publication, and presented her research at scientific events as 
well as serving in positions of academic trust. 
 
Research Residency Program 
No residencies took place under FIME’s researcher residency program in 2025.  
 
Resident Scholar Program 
Dr. Sana Tannoury-Karam served as FIME’s local resident scholar from 1.9.2024 to 28.2.2025. She is 
Assistant Professor of History at the Lebanese American University (LAU). She is a scholar of the modern 
Middle East and global history, specialising in themes of the political left, internationalism and nationalism, 
the sociology of intellectuals, and the intellectual and social history of the Middle East. Her book project at 
FIME focuses on the political organisation and activism of a local intellectual group. 
 
FIME Non-resident scholar Program 
This new program strengthens the institute’s networks both in the Middle East and beyond by affiliating 
researchers with the institute. The first affiliated scholar was Sana Tannoury-Karam (1.3.2025–28.2.2026). 
She will be followed by Dr. Adel Dashela (University of Turku, 1.3.2026–28.2.2027). 
 
Scientific publications and presentations 
Researchers of FIME and MIGDIA published 11 peer-reviewed articles, 2 edited volumes, 2 doctoral 
dissertations, 1 popular non-fiction book, and 7 shorter popular publications. In total, they delivered 16 
academic presentations. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Academic Collaboration 

Striving for international and free science in Finland and the Middle East 

Workshop: Spaces of Everyday Life, Spaces of Contestation: Urban Space as Lived and Fought for 
Beirut, 18.–19.11. 
The workshop brought together 17 researchers working on urban studies, social movements, everyday 
politics, and the modern history of the Middle East. Participants came from Egypt, Belgium, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Finland. The public keynote lecture of the workshop 
was delivered by Salwa Ismail (SOAS University of London), titled The Making of the Revolutionary 
Neighbourhood (al-hayy al-tha’ir) in the 2011 Syrian Uprising. The workshop was organised by Susanne 
Dahlgren in collaboration with The American University in Cairo (AUC). 
 
Workshop: The Middle East and the Making of Global Anti-Imperialism: Histories of the Twentieth 
Century 
Beirut, 5.–6.12. 
This workshop, with 15 participants, examined the role of the Middle East in the history of global anti-
imperialism. Participants came from Egypt, the United States, Germany, Sweden, India, the United 
Kingdom, Italy, and France. The public keynote lecture was delivered by Abdel Razzaq Takriti (Rice 
University), titled From Nakba to Genocide: The Palestinian National Liberation Struggle and the Power and 
Limits of Global Anti-Imperialism. The workshop was coordinated by Sana Tannoury-Karam and Susanne 
Dahlgren. 
 
Panel at a Conference: Between Resistance and Silence: The Houthi Administration and the Yemeni Civil 
War, How to Open the Knot 
Beirut, 15.5. 
FIME organised a panel on the Yemeni civil war at the international conference of the Arab Council for 
Social Sciences (ACSS), titled Devastation, Imaginaries and Knowledge: Regional Junctures and Global 
Repercussions, held in Beirut on 15–18 May. The panel featured two Yemeni researchers invited from 
Finland, Yasmeen al-Eryani (University of Tampere) and Adel Dashela (University of Turku), as well as 
Susanne Dahlgren. The conference brought together hundreds of social scientists from across the Arab 
world, from Morocco to Bahrain. 
 
Guest-lecture series: Badaro Talks 
Beirut, most events also livestreamed 
- 21.1. Suad Joseph (UC Davis): Rescuing ‘Trauma ’in Chronic Violence 
- 28.1. Sabah Haider (IFPO): Animating Memories of South Lebanon: Pakistani fedayeen in the PLO, 1971–
1982 
- 24.4. Nina Maaranen: Ancient Lives, Modern Discoveries: Life and Death in Saida in the 2nd Millennium BC 
- 15.5. Yasmeen al-Eryani (Tampere University): The Houthis: Between Local Power Consolidation and an 
Evolving Regional Role 
- 17.9. Joanna Töyräänvuori: Late Bronze Age System Collapse in the Eastern Mediterranean – Lessons from 
History 
- 15.10. Beirut Port Blast Stories – Documentary screening & Discussion with Documentarists Chérine 
Yazbeck and Carmen Labaki 
- 18.11. Salwa Ismail (SOAS): The Making of the Revolutionary Neighbourhood (al-hayy al-tha’ir) in the 2011 
Syrian Uprising (no recording available) 
- 8.12. Pierre France (IFPO): Wasta, Paper Industries, and the Maintenance State: Toward an 
Anthropological Study of Lebanese Bureaucracy, held in collaboration with the Anthropological Society in 
Lebanon, ASIL. 
- 11.12. Moustapha Itani (University of Helsinki): Adaptive Communities, Complex Governance: Pastoralism 
at the Crossroads of Ecology and Rural Politics 
 



 

 

Book Talks on Global Palestine -online lecture series: 
- 11.9. Mark Griffiths (Newcastle University): Checkpoint 300: Colonial Space in Palestine 
- 2.10. Rhys Machold (University of Glasgow): Fabricating Homeland Security. Police Entanglements across 
India and Palestine/Israel 
- 14.10. Muhannad Ayyash (Mount Royal University): Lordship and Liberation in Palestine-Israel: The 
Promise of Decolonial Sovereignties 
 
Open-Access Publishing 
Susanne Dahlgren’s article Resilience and Resistance: An Anti-Exceptionalist Perspective on Yemeni Political 
Struggles (Middle East Law and Governance) was published as freely accessible online. 
FIME continued its open-access publishing cooperation with the Finnish Oriental Society’s Studia Orientalia 
Electronica series. 

 

 

 

Education 

Raising a new generation of Middle East researchers 

Intensive Course: On the Road to Becoming a Global Actor – A Glimpse into the United Arab Emirates 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah, 25.–31.10. Instructor docent Samuli Schielke (Zentrum Moderner Orient, 
ZMO Berlin). 
 
Intensive Course: Interreligious Relations in Istanbul and Beyond: The Role of Religion in Society, State, 
and Secularism 
Istanbul, 6.–16.11. Instructor member of the FIME Board, Laura Wickström (Åbo Akademi University). 
 
Online Course: Global Palestine: Tracing the Shifting Horizons of Violence and Power 
Online, 9.9.–19.10. Instructor FIME Foundations researcher Antti Tarvainen and 10 guest lecturers. 
 
Arabic Language Café 
Helsinki, 23.10.-4.12. Instructor FIME research assistant Safa Al-Khalidi. 
 
Open online courses 
www.lahi-itakurssit.fi 
New courses: The Age of Cuneiform: Discover the Ancient Middle East, developed in collaboration with the 
University of Helsinki Centre of Excellence in Ancient Near Eastern Empires (ANEE), as well as the short 
online course Israel–Palestine – What Is the Conflict About? Earlier courses in the series address Islam and 
the contemporary Middle East. The development of the online courses has been funded by the Kone 
Foundation. 

 

Taking part in public discourse 

Providing research-based information on the Middle East that is increasingly needed in Finnish 
society 

FIME staff actively provide information to Finnish media and comment on developments in the Middle East. 
During the year, FIME or its staff appeared in the media 78 times. Media interest focused particularly on 
the war in Gaza and Iran, but there was also interest in the empires of the ancient Middle East. 
 
 
 

http://www.lahi-itakurssit.fi/


 

 

Lähi-itä NYT Blog and Podcasts (www.lahi-itanyt.fi) 
This multi-voiced platform operates between fast-paced news reporting and analytical academic research, 
offering broad and critical perspectives on the Middle East and developments in the region. 
 
FIME produced and published the video “How to Report on Israel–Palestine?” and organised a video 
launch event for journalists on the topic on 3.12. 
 
Public events: FIME, together with the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, organised the discussion 
event NATO and the Middle East at the Finnish Parliament Annex. In cooperation with the University of 
Helsinki, Finnish-Syrian Friendship Association, and Hakunila International Organisation, FIME organised the 
seminar The Future of Syria and the Diaspora. In collaboration with the University of Helsinki, FIME 
organised the panel discussion What’s Going on in Turkey: Peace with the PKK, Suppressing the 
Opposition? Together with the Finnish-Arab Business Association, FIME organised the event Regional 
Outlook and Foreseen Opportunities: Syria, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia. In addition, FIME organised two 
informal networking events in Beirut and two in Helsinki during the year. 
 
Non-fiction Book: Muuttuva Lähi-itä maailmanjärjestyksen murtuessa the non-fiction book by FIMEs 
director Susanne Dahlgren and Middle East expert Mikko Lohikoski received significant visibility in Finland. 
Interviews with the authors attracted large audiences at the Helsinki Book Fair and at the book launch 
event held at Rosebud Books. The book has also been among the most reserved volumes in libraries. 
 
The Student Union of the University of Helsinki (HYY) awarded FIME for its work in explaining the Israel–
Palestine conflict by producing and disseminating research-based knowledge to the wider public. The 
award was presented at the HYY’s anniversary celebration in November. 

 

Culture 

Promoting Finnish culture in Lebanon 

Cellist Martta Magdalena Valkeus and Pianist Hanna-Mari Zinovjev in Beirut 
Beirut 11.6. 
The annual concert was held at Al-Bustan Concert Hall for 160 invited guests, featuring cellist Martta 
Magdalena Valkeus and pianist Hanna-Mari Zinovjev. The concert and cocktail reception were organised in 
cooperation with Finland’s Honorary Consul General, Zafer Chaoui, and the Embassy of Finland in Beirut. 
The concert also received media coverage in Lebanon: https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1464089/2-
finnish-performers-in-annual-classical-music-ritual-at-al-bustan.html 

 

Partners and networks 

The 2025 activities were carried out with 46 partners 

These include the following parties: the University of Helsinki with its various faculties and units, such as 
the Research Council of Finland -funded Centre of Excellence in Ancient Near Eastern Empires (ANEE), Åbo 
Akademi University, Tampere University, the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, the Finnish Institute 
in Rome, the Finnish Institute at Athens, the Finnish National Agency for Education, the Ministry of 
Education and Culture (OKM), the Embassy of Finland in Beirut, Finland’s Honorary Consul Zafer Chaoui in 
Lebanon, the Nordic Society for Middle East Studies, the Swedish Research Institute in Istanbul, the 
American University in Beirut (AUB), the Orient Institut Beirut, the Lebanese American University (LAU), the 
Anthropology Society in Lebanon (ASIL), the Arab Council for Social Sciences (ACSS), the Association of 
Middle East Anthropologists, the American University in Cairo (AUC), the Palestine Land Studies Center in 
AUB, the Sharjah Institute for Heritage (SIH), the EUNIC Bahrain Cluster, Beit Atfal Assumoud, the Zentrum 

http://www.lahi-itanyt.fi/
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1464089/2-finnish-performers-in-annual-classical-music-ritual-at-al-bustan.html
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1464089/2-finnish-performers-in-annual-classical-music-ritual-at-al-bustan.html


 

 

Moderner Orient (ZMO), Brill (Leiden), University of Sydney, the Berghof Foundation, the Finnish 
Association for Students of Middle Eastern and North African Studies, Ari Kerkkäsen Divaani, the Finnish-
Arab Business Association, the Finnish - Arabic Society, the Finnish-Syrian Friendship Association, the 
Hakunila International Organisation, Mirsal ry, Familia ry, Oodi Library, Helsinki Book Fair, Atena Publishing, 
Rosebud Books, the Association for Cultural, Scientific and Advocacy Magazines (Kultti ry), Student Course 
organised by Pekka Haavisto, Member of Parliament. 

Partners of particular importance were the Honorary Consul General of Finland, Zafer Chaoui, the Finnish 
Cultural and Academic Institutes ry (SKTI, www.instituutit.fi), and the Friends of the Finnish Institute in 
the Middle East (SLIY, www.sliy.fi). 

 

Institute personnel 

• Director of the Institute, doc. Susanne Dahlgren, Beirut 

• Researcher, bioarchaeologist Dr. Nina Maaranen (until 31.5.), Beirut 

• Researcher of the Ancient Middle East, doc. Joanna Töyräänvuori (1.6. onwards), Beirut 

• Resident Scholar, Historian Dr. Sana Tannoury-Karam 1.1.–28.2.2025 

• Administrative Assistant, Manal Chatila, Beirut 

• Representative in Egypt, Dr. Sylvia Akar, Cairo 

Interns: 

• BA Henrik Seppänen, University of Helsinki 

• BA Lotta Huotarila, University of Århus 

Non-resident scholar  

• Historian Dr. Sana Tannoury-Karam 1.3.2025–28.2.2026 

 

Foundation of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East 

The Foundation maintains the Institute 

Foundation’s Grants and Research 
The Foundation of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East awarded a total of 26,501 euros in grants. From 
these grants 17,451 euros were used in 2025. A total of 2,000 euros were carried forward to be used in 
2026, while the Aimo T. Nikolainen Grant, funded by the Konstantinus Association and awarded in 2024, 
was disbursed in 2025. Other grants utilised in 2025 included a two-month working grant for a Lebanese 
Resident Scholar, travel grants for two researchers for research visits to Syria and Lebanon, and grants for 
two advanced students of Arabic to cover course fees for Arabic language studies in Egypt. 
 
Start-up Israel/Palestine: the political worlds of the innovation economy 
Researcher Antti Tarvainen completed his doctoral degree at the University of Helsinki with the dissertation 
Silicon Palestine: an inquiry into the entanglements of innovation and settler colonialism. In addition, 
Tarvainen delivered two academic presentations related to his postdoctoral research at the annual 
conference of the Nordic Society for Middle Eastern Studies in Oslo. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.instituutit.fi/
http://www.sliy.fi/


 

 

Foundation's Anniversary Scholarships and SLIY’s Pro Gradu Stipend 
In 2025, FIME awarded two scholarships, for which funding had been raised in connection with FIME’s 30th 
anniversary celebrations held at the end of 2024. In addition, the pro gradu stipend of the Friends of the 
Finnish Institute in the Middle East was awarded through FIME. 

 

Administration 

The Foundation of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East is registered in Finland and has an office in 
Helsinki. The highest decision-making authority of the foundation lies with its board of trustees. The 
foundation’s board of trustees is responsible for the administration of the institute together with the 
director of the institute appointed by it. In 2025, the board met six times and consisted of the following 
experts: 
 
Chair: Senior Adviser, Dr. Olli Ruohomäki 
Deputy member: University researcher, Dr. Heta Hurskainen 
 
Vice chair: Prof. Jutta Jokiranta 
Deputy member: Doc. Ilkka Lindstedt 
 
Dr. Pekka Lindqvist (until 17.3.), MA Laura Wickström (17.3. onwards) 
Deputy member: MA Laura Wickström (until 17.3.), Dr. Topias Tanskanen (27.3. onwards) 
 
Doc. Jyri Komulainen 
Deputy member: Adviser Laura Huovinen 
 
Dr. Anasse Bouhlal 
Deputy member: Doc. Marko Juntunen 
 
Ambassador Maria Serenius (until 17.3.), Dr. Juha Mäkelä (17.3. onwards) 
Deputy member: Dr. Tiina Järvi 
 
Prof. Saana Svärd 
Deputy member: Dr. Timo R. Stewart 
 
Regional Director Miikka Kallio (26.3. onwards) 
Deputy member: Director of International Cooperation Tero Norjanen 
 
Ambassador Kari Kahiluoto 
Deputy member: journalist Tom Kankkonen (until 17.3.), Team leader (CMI), M.Soc.Sc. Maruan El-Krekshi 
 
CEO Gunvor Kronman 
Deputy member Dr. Maria Leppäkari 
 
Foundation personnel in Finland 

Executive Officer of the Foundation, Dr. Anu Leinonen, Helsinki 
Researcher M.Soc.Sc. Antti Tarvainen (until 31.10.), Helsinki 
Administrative and Communications Assistant MA Laura Aho, Helsinki 
Research Assistant B.Sc. Safa Al-Khalidi (18.8. onwards), Helsinki 
 
 



 

 

Funding 

According to the foundation's financial statement, total expenditures in 
2025 were 552 601 euros, resulting in a deficit of 360 euros. The foundation’s income consists of a grant 
from the Ministry of Education and Culture (88 %) and other grants, revenue, and donations (12 %). 

 

MIGDIA 

Researching everyday plurilingualism and education 

International Migration and Diasporic Plurilingualism in Educational Paths  
The MIGDIA research project, led by the institute's former director, Docent Irina Piippo, deals with 
migration, cross-border educational paths, and diasporic multilingualism. FIME will be the background 
organization for the research project funded by the Kone Foundation until 2027. The project involves five 
researchers from the fields of applied linguistics, anthropology, and world politics. Project researcher Dr. 
Sandra Nasser El-Dine defended her dissertation on April 25, 2025.  

Researchers and assistant in MIGDIA 

• Doc. Irina Piippo, director of the research project 

• Dr. Taavi Sundell, postdoctoral researcher 

• Dr. Sandra Nasser El-Dine, postdoctoral researcher 

• MA Mikko Lehikoinen, doctoral researcher (University of Helsinki funded) 

• Doc. Maria Ahlholm, University Lecturer (University of Helsinki) 

• Technical assistant, FM Hilda Holmi-Al-Mashhadani 

migdia.fi 

 

Key Figures 

11 peer-reviewed articles, 2 edited volumes, 2 dissertations, 1 non-fiction book, 7 popular articles 
16 academic presentations  
 
2 academic workshops in Beirut, 32 participants   
The grants enabled four researchers and students to spend over 6 months in the Middle East, 2 months of 
full-time doctoral research and 3 master’s theses work 
3 Courses designed for university students, 250 credits in total  
3 online courses (MOOC) had 1123 new users and 464 completed  
9 guest lectures in the Badaro Talks -series, with over 270 participants.   
Arabic Language Café, 7 meetings, with an average of 12 participants per meeting 
 
11 other public events (in collaboration with partners), with over 500 participants.  
“Muuttuva Lähi-itä” author interviews had over 400 participants, over 800 copies of the book sold 
 
Lähi-itä NYT blog and its Paikan päältä series featured 21 texts, 18 writers and 28 000 visits.   
Lähi-itä NYT podcasts 5, over 1800 listeners or downloads  
FB: 203 posts, 132 stories, 3 700 followers  
Instagram: 132 posts and 132 stories, 2164 followers 
6 newsletters to 1300 recipients  
FIME or FIME experts in media: 79 appearances (pie chart) 
 TV-appearances: 17  

http://migdia.fi/


 

 

 Radio/podcast interviews: 9  
 National media articles: 44  
 Foreign papers: 3  
 Local papers: 6  
  
46 partners   
 
Income as a pie-chart: 
Ministery of Education and Culture grant: 88 %  
Other 12 %  
  
All proceedings in total: 552 241 €  
Contributions or grants from partners that are not reflected in FIME's accounting total: 159 231€  
In-kind-funding (known), c. 33 000 € 
 
 

Contact information  

30 Badaro Street, Chaoui Building, 7th floor 
7956 Beirut, Lebanon 
 
FIME Kairo  
Dr. Sylvia Akar  
Senior representative  
sylvia.akar@fime.fi  
  
The Foundation of the Finnish Institute in the Middle East 
Kalliolinnantie 4 
00140 Helsinki, Finland 
 
Website (institute): www.fime.fi 
Website (foundation): www.fimesaatio.fi  
Facebook: facebook.com/FimeInstitute  
Instagram: @fimeinstitute  
Youtube: @fimeinstitute 
Lähi-itä NYT blog and podcast: www.lahi-itanyt.fi  
Institutes online courses: www.lahi-itakurssit.fi    
Bluesky: fimeinstitute.bsky.social  
Website of the MIGDA-project: https://migdia.fi/  
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