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The ancient Near East witnessed the rise and fall of many empires and the movement and settlement of 
different peoples. Each of these episodes of shifting powers and demography influenced the region and its 
local population in some manner and to varying degrees. Amidst political, economic and societal change, 
identities are reconsidered, lifeways are altered, and social hierarchies are negotiated. What were the 
consequences of imperialism and migration on the region and its peoples at different periods in its history? 
And how can we explore and interpret this impact through the archaeological record? 
 
This workshop, organized jointly by the Finnish Institute in the Middle East (FIME) and the 
University of Helsinki’s Centre of Excellence in Ancient Near Eastern Empires (ANEE),  brings 
together scholars of Near Eastern archaeology whose research centres on exploring the patterns of change and 
continuity within local societies, cultures and populations between the Bronze Age and the late Roman 
period. Different methodologies and interdisciplinary approaches to this topic of research are presented, 
including theoretical, material, epigraphic and scientific approaches.  
 
Themes of discussion include: 

ï imperial and colonial dynamics  
ï migration and mobility  
ï increased connectivity 
ï differences in local responses to and experiences of new powers (e.g. urban vs. rural settings) 
ï the role of agency and authority in adopting, resisting or imposing change 
ï negotiations of social standing among local elites  
ï individual and group lifeways and identities 
ï modern perceptions of archaeology and archaeological research in the region 
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Conference Program 
 

 

 

DAY 1 – Wednesday August 24, 2022  

 

8.00  Coffee & Registration 

8.30  Opening Speech 

 
 
Session 1: The Pre-Classical Period 

 
8.45 – 9.15 Luigi Turri 
  The Relationship between Coast and Hinterland in Late Bronze Age Lebanon 
 
9.15 – 9.45 Mustapha Djabellaoui 
  Chaldeans and Assyrians: A Case of Imperialism in 8th Century Babylonia? 
 
9.45 – 10.15 Adonice Baaklini 
  The Mesopotamian Empires and Their Relation to “Phoenicia”: An Overview  

from Sargon of Akkad to Nabuchednezzer 
 
 

10.15 – 10.35 Coffee Break 

 
Session 2: Theoretical and Methodological Perspectives in the Levant 
 
10.35 – 11.05 Haru Laura Menard 
  Mobility and Imperialism in Ancient Jordan: Some Theoretical Perspectives 
 
11.05 – 11.35 Saimi Kautonen 

 The Long Road to King’s Highway: Archaeological Survey during the  
Pandemic 

 
11.35 – 12.05 Piotr Głogowski 
  The Honorific Culture of the Levant in the Greco-Roman Times: The Case  

of the Phoenician Homeland and Diaspora 
 
 

12.05 – 13.30 Lunch Break 

 
 
14.15 – 17.00  Visit to the National Museum of Beirut  
 
17.00 – 18.00  Visit to the Finnish Institute in the Middle East (FIME) 
 
 
 
 

  



Conference Program 
 

 

 

DAY 2 – Thursday August 25, 2022  

 
 
8.00 – 8.30 Coffee & Tea 
 
 
Session 1: Roman Lebanon 

 
8.30 – 9.00 Hany Kahwagi-Janho 
  The Unfinished Roman Period Monuments of Lebanon: An Architectural  

Aspect of the Roman Imperialism Limits in the Near East 
 
9.00 – 9.30 Assaad Seif (in collaboration with Hassane Salamé-Sarkis) 
  Some Aspects of the Local Cult During the Roman Period: A New  

Interpretation Attempt 
 
9.30 – 10.00 Vana Kalenderian  
  Burial in Beirut: Between the Local and the “Roman” 
 
 

10.00 – 10.20 Coffee Break 

 
Session 2: Archaeology and Modern Communities 

 
10.20 – 10.50 Päivi Miettunen 

Bridging the Past and the Present: Perceptions of History among 
Contemporary Communities 

 
10.50 – 11.20 Maya Hmeidan (and Assaad Seif)  
  Re-establishing the Broken Links: Towards a People-Centred Approach 
 
 

11.20 – 11.40 Coffee Break 

 
 
11.40 – 12.30 Discussion session 
  Archaeology in Times of Crisis 
 
 

12.30 – 13.45 Lunch 

 
 
14.00 – 15.00 Visit to the AUB Archaeological Museum 
 
15.00 – 15.30 Snacks from Bliss Street 
 
16.00 – 18.00 Walking Tour of Beirut 



Abstracts 
 

 
Day 1 – Wednesday August 24, 2022 

 

 
SESSION 1 – The Pre-Classical Period 

 
 
The Relationship between Coast and Hinterland in Late Bronze Age Lebanon 
Luigi Turri 
 
The written records from the late Bronze Age show us how the Lebanese region was not just 
made up of the rich and powerful coastal cities. Through the Autobiography of Idrimi, the 
letters of el-Amarna and in part the texts of Alalakh, we discover that even the hinterland and 
the territories beyond the mountains were rich in inhabited centers and small kingdoms, whose 
existence starts to be confirmed also by recent archaeological discoveries.  
 
These many entities of variable sizes are rarely mentioned in the ancient texts, probably 
because their existence does not fall within the interests of the great international powers. Yet, 
the inner area of Lebanon proves to be both a place of immigration, capable of welcoming 
those fleeing the wars that were devastating foreign regions, and of emigration, considering 
that some locals were active in Alalakh. Knowing, understanding and exploiting the dichotomy 
between the prosperous international coastal centers and the rural highlands were some of the 
most important factors that allowed the kings of Amurru to expand from the hilly hinterland of 
Tripoli and to control much of northern Lebanon – at the expense of Byblos and his king Rib-
Adda – and part of Western Syria. A brief review of the evidence will show how in the past, 
not too differently from today, the two political and social realities were both opposite and 
complementary.  
 
 
Chaldeans and Assyrians: A Case of Imperialism in 8th Century Babylonia? 
Mustapha Djabellaoui 
 
The Arameans and Chaldeans are two population groups that had a sustained impact on the 
history of Babylonia in the first millennium B.C. They are associated with each other in 
cuneiform sources and by scholars through time. They are described as plunderers and 
troublemakers in the inscriptions of the Middle Assyrian period, in which they occur for the 
first time. They appear as fearful adversaries of the kings of Assyria and as powerful kings of 
Babylon in the 8th century. Eventually the term “Chaldean” becomes a name for all Babylonians 
and “Chaldea” replaces Babylonia as the name of the land. While the Bible portrays them as 
mercenaries and horsemen, Classical Literature knows them as prominent astronomers and 
soothsayers with great magical and philosophical knowledge. The Arameans are better known. 
Their origins in Babylonia can be traced back to settlers who came from Syria at the end of the 
second millennium. By the end of the 8th century, the Arameans became numerically more 
predominant than the Chaldeans. They continued to be referred to mostly by the generic term 
“Arameans”, even as new groupings emerged in the course of time, such as the Puqūdu and the 
Gambulū. These remarkable facts testify to the existence of a strong cultural identity, able to 
provide social structures and a solid political framework. Indeed, in many ways, the history of 
the Arameans and Chaldeans in Babylonia is also the history of a socio-political identity.  



 
This communication focuses on the nature of the political structures established and practiced 
by the Chaldeans in Babylonia. These state-like organizational structures were called bītus, 
“Houses”, but in fact they were polities displaying some but not all the usual characteristics of 
a Babylonian kingdom. They were hybrid structures, shaped politically by ongoing contacts 
between the Babylonian world and its neighbours, mainly Assyria and the West. The 
communication proposes a political history of the five Chaldeans houses. It focuses on the 
social and political structure of the bītus, emphasizing differences between Chaldean and 
Aramaean political organization. The main issue at stake is how to operate distinctions between 
the different structures of power in Babylonia during the 1st millennium: the Babylonian 
kingdom, the Chaldean polities spread all over the country, and the imperialism system set up 
by Assyria. 
 
 
The Mesopotamian Empires and Their Relation to “Phoenicia”: An Overview from Sargon 
of Akkad to Nabuchednezzer 
Adonice Baaklini 
 
The Eastern Mediterranean shore, and in particular what is known as the Phoenician territory 
during the Iron Age (i.e. mainly the Syro-Lebanese coast), occupied the tactical plans of the 
Mesopotamians. From the earliest empire-like formation in Mesopotamia (and in the world), 
the Empire of Akkad (2334-2193 BCE), to the last and spectacular one, the Neo-Babylonian 
Empire (605-539 BCE), Phoenicia was present in the strategic vision of the Mesopotamian 
rulers. Several clues of Phoenicia’s significance exist. In the Mesopotamian texts, this region 
was synonymous of faraway unknown lands, abundant and valuable natural resources, and 
wealthy cities whose inhabitants mastered long distance trade by sea and produced high-level 
luxury craft. On the other hand, the archaeological finds from Phoenicia shed the light on the 
impact and actual involvement of Mesopotamia in the region. 
 
Using textual and archaeological sources, this paper aims to present a general view of the role 
Phoenicia played in each of the successive empires, and to observe the relations between both 
entities. While shared interest in Phoenicia was significantly linked to the geography of the 
area – the sea and the mountain – to the point of being quoted in mythological texts, other 
drawing characteristics to the region were specific to the political situation of each empire. 
Such was the case with the first millennium empires (Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian), 
when Phoenicia gradually became Mesopotamia’s western commercial gate and, possibly, as 
new research suggests, the place where Mesopotamians tried to construct maritime bases with 
the aim of expanding their control of the Eastern Mediterranean. 
 
In addition to exploring the dynamics of the ancient Near East, this paper, by highlighting the 
function and role of the key region of Phoenicia within early imperial formations, contributes 
to better understanding the wider impact and significance of the region in the subsequent 
Persian, Hellenistic and Roman Empires. 
 
 
 
  



SESSION 2 – Theoretical and Methodological Perspectives in the Levant 

 
 
Mobility and Imperialism in Ancient Jordan: Some Theoretical Perspectives 
Haru Laura Menard 
 
In this paper I take a theoretical look at some archaeological research conducted on and around 
the themes of mobility and imperialism in the area that is present-day Jordan. My perspectives 
are informed by the social sciences and also by theoretical archaeology and critical 
epistemologies, including post-colonial thought. 
 
Jordan is often overlooked in comparison to the thriving city-states that surrounded it (see for 
example Richard & Long 2007; Geraty 2007). Against these master narratives, it is possible to 
attest to Jordan’s importance. Some of the earliest hints at agriculture and village life during 
the Neolithic age have been traced to today’s Jordan (Rollefson 2003; LaBianca 2007). Also, 
it is in Jordan where we can explore the imperial powers’ presence as well as the nature of 
“secondary” states (Ammon, Moab, Edom etc.) that arguably evolved as a response to said 
imperial domination (LaBianca 2007). 
 
In addition, Jordan has hosted some of the first herders turned into pastoral nomads and traders, 
who have played an indispensable role in the flourish and development of the whole region. 
One of the most striking features of Jordan’s past is its networks and connectedness to other 
parts of the region via established trade routes, such as the King’s Highway (Bennett 1973). 
Indeed, the questions of mobility and imperialism are intimately linked in the Levant history.  
 
Traditional interpretations of archaeological data tell us about continuations and steady 
developments that take place in situ – within a location that has more or less clear geographical 
boundaries and designated populations (Leary 2014). The methodologies needed for studying 
mobility – and to a lesser extent, effects of imperialism – need to be reframed against this 
traditional understanding of communities as a series of separate entities. The reframing is 
mainly epistemological, as the archaeological records themselves provide us data on 
continuous connections over large distances (Leary 2014).  
 
Hence, instead of mapping out clear-cut strategies and functionalist constructions, we can start 
appreciating mobility and imperial power not only as a competition for resources, but as a fluid 
material reality that took on simultaneous and conflicting meanings (for discussion see for 
example Stein 2002). 
 
 
The Long Road to King’s Highway: Archaeological Survey during the Pandemic 
Saimi Kautonen 
 

Northern Jordan was selected as a survey area in collaboration with scholars of Yarmouk 
University. The excavations on Tell Ya’moun, conducted by Yarmouk University revealed an 
impressive settlement on top of the tell that has remains of continued occupation from Early 
Bronze Age to the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods. The Surrounding area of the site suited well 
to our interests of rural hinterlands under the empires in the first millennia BCE. For our 
fieldwork we are particularly interested in exploring non-monumental, rural sites to understand 
better what life was like outside the better-known central regions of the empires. The main 
reason for concentrating on the region is that it lies along the King’s Highway – an ancient 



route related to various empires – and features the site of Tell Ya’amoun, a key excavated site 
with an archaeological sequence that covers our entire research period. In this presentation, we 
will present more precisely our survey methodology including the usage of GIS and satellite 
images and the preliminary results of the first field season 2022.  

 

 

The Honorific Culture of the Levant in the Greco-Roman Times: The Case of the 
Phoenician Homeland and Diaspora 
Piotr Głogowski 
 
The Ancient Greek world produced a sophisticated culture of granting honours by the city-state 
both to its distinguished citizens and foreign benefactors in reward for their contribution to the 
welfare and glory of a particular community. Besides innumerable references in Greek 
literature, the most noticeable manifestations of this practice are honorific inscriptions. 
Although attested mostly in the main political, cultural or cultic centres like Athens, Delphi or 
Delos, the institution was a widespread and characteristic trait of the communal reality of the 
polis. For ages, honours played an important role both in integrating the civic elites with the 
people, as well as in maintaining interstate connections with foreign communities and rulers. 
On the other hand, the Roman institution of patronage and clientship developed to some point 
a similar set of social practices, very often functioning both on individual and collective levels. 
This complex system of socio-political and cultural practices can be jointly labelled as the 
honorific culture. 
 
In the meantime, similar institutions are rather poorly attested outside the Greco-Roman world. 
It is from the Hellenistic age onwards when the honorific culture, as it is understood in the 
Classical studies, emerges in the East. Together with the diffusion of the Greek language as a 
leading means of epigraphic expression and the Roman rule over the Eastern Mediterranean, 
we can notice the emergence of honorific inscriptions, almost predominately written in Greek. 
Phoenicia in the Greco-Roman period is an especially interesting case, since the Phoenicians 
produced their own epigraphic culture before the Macedonian conquest. Thus, the appearance 
of the honorific practices both in the Phoenician homeland and their Aegean diaspora in the 
Hellenistic period and their development in the Roman times mark a substantial change the 
culture of Phoenicia underwent throughout the ages. Keeping this in mind, this paper offers to 
investigate the honorific culture of the Phoenicians both in its local and Mediterranean 
contexts. By analyzing the development of this practice, I intend to discuss its role as a vehicle 
of integration of the local elites into the Greco-Roman world and as an instrument of dialogue 
between the imperial authority and the local population. 
 
  



Abstracts 
 

 
Day 2 – Thursday August 25, 2022 

 
 
SESSION 1 – Roman Lebanon 

 
 
The Unfinished Roman Period Monuments of Lebanon: An Architectural Aspect of the 
Roman Imperialism Limits in the Near East 
Hany Kahwagi-Janho 

 
From the 1st till the end of the 3rd c. A.D., Lebanon witnessed a large economical and urban 
development within the frame of the pax-romana. Hence, Roman imperialism impacted the 
Lebanese territory with the development of large-scale architectural projects, many of which 
can still be identified through the dozens of monumental constructions across the country. This 
development took two main aspects: on one hand, several already existing buildings underwent 
a “face lift” in order to comply with the “canonical” Roman models, with their 
monumentalizing through the addition of prostyles in front of already existing temples, or the 
enlargement of other types of buildings, like the hippodrome of Tyre. On another hand, several 
new construction sites came to light in both coastal cities and rural areas in Mount Lebanon 
and the Bekaa valley. However, many of these monuments remained unfinished due probably 
to the lack of the necessary funds and the limited means of the local communities. These 
unfinished states vary between the cancellation of large parts of the original construction 
program such as the unexecuted peristyle of the big temple of Sfireh; the reduction of the 
original program, as for the Bziza temple whose plan was reduced from a peristyle to a prostyle 
building; or the incomplete small decorative details like the entablatures of several Roman 
period buildings.  
 
Thus, through several examples and case studies of relevant monuments, this paper will try to 
focus on this hidden side of Roman imperialism, its weaknesses and its limits by analyzing the 
various aspects of the unfinished imperial period monuments in Lebanon. 
 
 
Some Aspects of the Local Cult During the Roman Period: A New Interpretation Attempt 
Assaad Seif (in collaboration with Hassan Salamé-Sarkis) 
 

Our presentation is part of an ongoing research on Agency and the local Roman religious 
tradition. It will attempt to propose a new interpretation of the archaeological structures known 
as the ‘Colonnaded Altars’, present in several sites in Mount Lebanon and North Lebanon. 
 
The interpretation will address certain aspects of Eastern, Greek, and Roman cults as well as 
the religious syncretism that took place during the Roman period in the region. The cultural 
context of the time would probably allow us to relate these remains to the worship traditions 
of the Iturean Arabs. The approach will be based on ancient textual sources and a series of 
comparative examples. 
 
 
 



Burial in Beirut: Between the Local and the “Roman” 
Vana Kalenderian 
 
The Roman Empire created a globalized world. The increased connectivity among the 
provinces, the wide-spread movement of peoples and the ensuing contact and exchange 
resulted in changing trends across multiple social and cultural aspects.  
 
Beirut was the site of the first Roman colony in the Near East. In addition to its incorporation 
into the wider Empire, the city experienced the influx and settlement of retired Roman soldiers, 
their families and their slaves. This paper examines the impact of Roman imperialism and 
colonization on the social and cultural practices of the local population of Beirut through the 
analysis of ancient mortuary practices. The study integrates the examination of the material 
culture associated with the graves, as well as the osteological and biomolecular analysis of the 
human remains. The interdisciplinary and contextual approach to the study of ancient burials 
offers unique insight into customs linked to age, sex, geographic origins, status and kinship. 
By observing the long-term patterns of change and continuity in mortuary practice across the 
Roman era, the local response to broader transitions linked to shifting political, economic, 
demographic and socio-cultural circumstances may be better understood. 
 
  



SESSION 2 – Archaeology and Modern Communities  
 
 
Bridging the Past and the Present: Perceptions of History among Contemporary 
Communities 
Päivi Miettunen 

 
In the past two decades, there has been a strong incentive to realign the relationship between 
archaeologists and the people they interact with, before, during and after the excavations. 
Collaboration and interaction with the local communities has been established as the main 
ethical way of doing archaeological research. However,  planning and carrying out community 
archaeology projects poses various challenges.  
 
In Jordan, many of the nations and empires of the country’s past provide little connection or 
emotional meaning to the people today. For them, Persians, Romans, Greeks, Crusaders, Turks 
and the British were all outsiders, and the historical remains of these eras are not seen as part 
of the local heritage. In the formation of the Jordanian state, choosing the Bedouin heritage as 
the foundation of the national narrative and identity was a conscious choice. Archaeology, and 
antiquities, on the other hand, have been seen as foreign creations, for the entertainment of 
(Western) tourists and the local elite. Their value for the communities is in the economic capital 
they can potentially produce. 
 
Based on my anthropological research within the TYRAS project, I will examine the following: 
 

1. What is the role of ancient structures still present in the modern landscape, 
2. How do the contemporary communities relate with the empires, cultures and 

peoples who created these structures, and  
3. How do these local relations coincide - or collide - with the modern, neoliberal-

driven national-level interpretations of historical spaces and productions of 
places. 

 
In return, understanding these interrelations can help in finding ways to empower the 
communities to assume ownership of the past as their own heritage, instead of seeing it merely 
as something produced for Others. 
 
 
Re-establishing the Broken Links: Towards a People-Centred Approach 
Maya Hmeidan (and Assaad Seif) 
 
After years of civil war, a long tradition of unintentional seclusion of the public led to a 
cleavage between archaeological sites and the public in Lebanon. This public was alienated by 
the government’s approach to the archaeological sites that were treated as sacred spaces 
preserved only to receive international tourists. Consequently, local communities and 
stakeholders did not acquire a strong sense of ownership of the sites and heritage in a wider 
sense. Recognizing these problems, and the recent global trends in heritage management that 
call for a people-centered approach, this presentation will explore the possibility and feasibility 
of adopting such approaches in the Lebanese context and the different ways to re-establish the 
broken links between the people and their heritage. For this purpose, the Archeomedsites 
project experience at Tyre World Heritage Site will be presented.  



The project team designed a series of pioneering targeted activities between 2014-2015. As 
pilot activities, sustainable awareness and educational tools were tested. It was specifically 
designed to fit the local context and reconnect people with their heritage. Innovative 
approaches to spread the values of Tyre World Heritage site across the country were 
implemented. It focused on edutainment tools. These activities were successful in tapping into 
people’s appreciation of their local heritage, developing their sense of place, and relating the 
stories of Tyre’s heritage to the wider story of Lebanon today. 
 
While presenting the above experience and its impact, the wider theoretical and practical 
framework of the tools used for spreading Heritage awareness in the local context will be 
highlighted. An attempt to assess the sustainability of these actions will also be made in light 
of the present situation of the Heritage authority’s administrative structure. 
 
These recent experiences have shown that change can be achieved when local communities 
(not just experts and Heritage practitioners) are more aware of the importance of their heritage 
and its meanings. These activities, if not sustained by the respective authorities, can fade into 
oblivion.  
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